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Predestination, The Elect, and God's Choice

Genesis 18:17–
19

17 The Lord said, “Shall I hide from Abraham what I am about to do, 18 seeing that Abraham 
shall surely become a great and mighty nation, and all the nations of the earth shall be blessed 
in him? 19 For I have chosen him, that he may command his children and his household after 
him to keep the way of the Lord by doing righteousness and justice, so that the Lord may 
bring to Abraham what he has promised him.” 

Deuteronomy 
4:37

And because he loved your fathers and chose their offspring after them and brought you out 
of Egypt with his own presence, by his great power, 

Deuteronomy 
7:6–8

6 “For you are a people holy to the Lord your God. The Lord your God has chosen you to be a 
people for his treasured possession, out of all the peoples who are on the face of the earth. 7 It 
was not because you were more in number than any other people that the Lord set his love on 
you and chose you, for you were the fewest of all peoples, 8 but it is because the Lord loves 
you and is keeping the oath that he swore to your fathers, that the Lord has brought you out 
with a mighty hand and redeemed you from the house of slavery, from the hand of Pharaoh 
king of Egypt. 

Deuteronomy 
10:15

Yet the Lord set his heart in love on your fathers and chose their offspring after them, you 
above all peoples, as you are this day. 

Deuteronomy 
14:2

For you are a people holy to the Lord your God, and the Lord has chosen you to be a people 
for his treasured possession, out of all the peoples who are on the face of the earth. 

Nehemiah 9:6–
8

6 “You are the Lord, you alone. You have made heaven, the heaven of heavens, with all their 
host, the earth and all that is on it, the seas and all that is in them; and you preserve all of 
them; and the host of heaven worships you. 7 You are the Lord, the God who chose Abram 
and brought him out of Ur of the Chaldeans and gave him the name Abraham. 8 You found his 
heart faithful before you, and made with him the covenant to give to his offspring the land of 
the Canaanite, the Hittite, the Amorite, the Perizzite, the Jebusite, and the Girgashite. And 
you have kept your promise, for you are righteous. 

Psalm 33:12 Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord, the people whom he has chosen as his heritage! 

Psalm 47:4 He chose our heritage for us, the pride of Jacob whom he loves. Selah

Psalm 78:67–72 67 He rejected the tent of Joseph; he did not choose the tribe of Ephraim, 68 but he chose the 
tribe of Judah, Mount Zion, which he loves. 69 He built his sanctuary like the high heavens, like 
the earth, which he has founded forever. 70 He chose David his servant and took him from the 
sheepfolds; 71 from following the nursing ewes he brought him to shepherd Jacob his people, 
Israel his inheritance. 72 With upright heart he shepherded them and guided them with his 
skillful hand. 

Psalm 89:3–4 3 You have said, “I have made a covenant with my chosen one; I have sworn to David my 
servant: 4 ‘I will establish your offspring forever, and build your throne for all generations.’ ” 
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Selah

Psalm 105:6 O offspring of Abraham, his servant, children of Jacob, his chosen ones! 

Psalm 106:4–5 4 Remember me, O Lord, when you show favor to your people; help me when you save them, 
5 that I may look upon the prosperity of your chosen ones, that I may rejoice in the gladness of
your nation, that I may glory with your inheritance. 

Psalm 132:13 For the Lord has chosen Zion; he has desired it for his dwelling place: 

Psalm 135:4 For the Lord has chosen Jacob for himself, Israel as his own possession. 

Isaiah 41:8–9 8 But you, Israel, my servant, Jacob, whom I have chosen, the offspring of Abraham, my 
friend; 9 you whom I took from the ends of the earth, and called from its farthest corners, 
saying to you, “You are my servant, I have chosen you and not cast you off”; 

Isaiah 43:10 “You are my witnesses,” declares the Lord, “and my servant whom I have chosen, that you 
may know and believe me and understand that I am he. Before me no god was formed, nor 
shall there be any after me. 

Ezekiel 20:5 and say to them, Thus says the Lord God: On the day when I chose Israel, I swore to the 
offspring of the house of Jacob, making myself known to them in the land of Egypt; I swore to 
them, saying, I am the Lord your God. 

Jeremiah 1:5 “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, and before you were born I consecrated you; I 
appointed you a prophet to the nations.” 

Matthew 11:27 All things have been handed over to me by my Father, and no one knows the Son except the 
Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to 
reveal him. 

Matthew 24:15–
31

15 “So when you see the abomination of desolation spoken of by the prophet Daniel, standing 
in the holy place (let the reader understand), 16 then let those who are in Judea flee to the 
mountains. 17 Let the one who is on the housetop not go down to take what is in his house, 18 
and let the one who is in the field not turn back to take his cloak. 19 And alas for women who
are pregnant and for those who are nursing infants in those days! 20 Pray that your flight may 
not be in winter or on a Sabbath. 21 For then there will be great tribulation, such as has not 
been from the beginning of the world until now, no, and never will be. 22 And if those days 
had not been cut short, no human being would be saved. But for the sake of the elect those 
days will be cut short. 23 Then if anyone says to you, ‘Look, here is the Christ!’ or ‘There he is!’ 
do not believe it. 24 For false christs and false prophets will arise and perform great signs and 
wonders, so as to lead astray, if possible, even the elect. 25 See, I have told you beforehand. 
26 So, if they say to you, ‘Look, he is in the wilderness,’ do not go out. If they say, ‘Look, he is 
in the inner rooms,’ do not believe it. 27 For as the lightning comes from the east and shines as 
far as the west, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 28 Wherever the corpse is, there the 
vultures will gather. 29 “Immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun will be 
darkened, and the moon will not give its light, and the stars will fall from heaven, and the 
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powers of the heavens will be shaken. 30 Then will appear in heaven the sign of the Son of 
Man, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming 
on the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. 31 And he will send out his angels with a 
loud trumpet call, and they will gather his elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven 
to the other. 

Mark 13:20 And if the Lord had not cut short the days, no human being would be saved. But for the sake 
of the elect, whom he chose, he shortened the days. 

Luke 18:7 And will not God give justice to his elect, who cry to him day and night? Will he delay long over 
them? 

John 5:19–24 19 So Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, the Son can do nothing of his own accord, 
but only what he sees the Father doing. For whatever the Father does, that the Son does 
likewise. 20 For the Father loves the Son and shows him all that he himself is doing. And 
greater works than these will he show him, so that you may marvel. 21 For as the Father raises 
the dead and gives them life, so also the Son gives life to whom he will. 22 For the Father 
judges no one, but has given all judgment to the Son, 23 that all may honor the Son, just as 
they honor the Father. Whoever does not honor the Son does not honor the Father who sent 
him. 24 Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has 
eternal life. He does not come into judgment, but has passed from death to life. 

John 6:37–40 37 All that the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I will never cast 
out. 38 For I have come down from heaven, not to do my own will but the will of him who sent 
me. 39 And this is the will of him who sent me, that I should lose nothing of all that he has 
given me, but raise it up on the last day. 40 For this is the will of my Father, that everyone who 
looks on the Son and believes in him should have eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last 
day.” 

John 6:44–46 44 No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him. And I will raise him up 
on the last day. 45 It is written in the Prophets, ‘And they will all be taught by God.’ Everyone 
who has heard and learned from the Father comes to me— 46 not that anyone has seen the 
Father except he who is from God; he has seen the Father. 

John 6:60–71 60 When many of his disciples heard it, they said, “This is a hard saying; who can listen to it?” 
61 But Jesus, knowing in himself that his disciples were grumbling about this, said to them, 
“Do you take offense at this? 62 Then what if you were to see the Son of Man ascending to 
where he was before? 63 It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh is no help at all. The words that 
I have spoken to you are spirit and life. 64 But there are some of you who do not believe.” (For
Jesus knew from the beginning who those were who did not believe, and who it was who 
would betray him.) 65 And he said, “This is why I told you that no one can come to me unless it 
is granted him by the Father.” 66 After this many of his disciples turned back and no longer 
walked with him. 67 So Jesus said to the twelve, “Do you want to go away as well?” 68 Simon 
Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life, 69 and 
we have believed, and have come to know, that you are the Holy One of God.” 70 Jesus 
answered them, “Did I not choose you, the twelve? And yet one of you is a devil.” 71 He spoke 
of Judas the son of Simon Iscariot, for he, one of the twelve, was going to betray him. 
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John 10:14–16 14 I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, 15 just as the Father knows 
me and I know the Father; and I lay down my life for the sheep. 16 And I have other sheep that 
are not of this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be 
one flock, one shepherd. 

John 15:14–17 14 You are my friends if you do what I command you. 15 No longer do I call you servants, for 
the servant does not know what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all that I 
have heard from my Father I have made known to you. 16 You did not choose me, but I chose 
you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit and that your fruit should abide, so 
that whatever you ask the Father in my name, he may give it to you. 17 These things I 
command you, so that you will love one another. 

John 17:1–5 1 When Jesus had spoken these words, he lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, “Father, the 
hour has come; glorify your Son that the Son may glorify you, 2 since you have given him 
authority over all flesh, to give eternal life to all whom you have given him. 3 And this is 
eternal life, that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. 4 I 
glorified you on earth, having accomplished the work that you gave me to do. 5 And now, 
Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had with you before the world 
existed. 

John 18:37–38 37 Then Pilate said to him, “So you are a king?” Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. For 
this purpose I was born and for this purpose I have come into the world—to bear witness to the 
truth. Everyone who is of the truth listens to my voice.” 38 Pilate said to him, “What is truth?” 
After he had said this, he went back outside to the Jews and told them, “I find no guilt in him. 

Acts 1:2 until the day when he was taken up, after he had given commands through the Holy Spirit to 
the apostles whom he had chosen. 

Acts 4:27–30 27 for truly in this city there were gathered together against your holy servant Jesus, whom 
you anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, along with the Gentiles and the peoples of Israel, 
28 to do whatever your hand and your plan had predestined to take place. 29 And now, Lord, 
look upon their threats and grant to your servants to continue to speak your word with all 
boldness, 30 while you stretch out your hand to heal, and signs and wonders are performed 
through the name of your holy servant Jesus.” 

Acts 9:15–16 15 But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is a chosen instrument of mine to carry my name 
before the Gentiles and kings and the children of Israel. 16 For I will show him how much he 
must suffer for the sake of my name.” 

Acts 13:48 And when the Gentiles heard this, they began rejoicing and glorifying the word of the Lord, 
and as many as were appointed to eternal life believed. 

Romans 8:29–
30

29 For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, 
in order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. 30 And those whom he 
predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also justified, and those whom he 
justified he also glorified. 
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Romans 9:11 though they were not yet born and had done nothing either good or bad—in order that God’s 
purpose of election might continue, not because of works but because of him who calls—

Romans 11:7 What then? Israel failed to obtain what it was seeking. The elect obtained it, but the rest were 
hardened, 

Romans 11:28 As regards the gospel, they are enemies for your sake. But as regards election, they are 
beloved for the sake of their forefathers. 

Galatians 1:15–
17

15 But when he who had set me apart before I was born, and who called me by his grace, 16 
was pleased to reveal his Son to me, in order that I might preach him among the Gentiles, I did 
not immediately consult with anyone; 17 nor did I go up to Jerusalem to those who were 
apostles before me, but I went away into Arabia, and returned again to Damascus. 

Ephesians 1:3–
14

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with 
every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4 even as he chose us in him before the 
foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before him. In love 5 he 
predestined us for adoption to himself as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose 
of his will, 6 to the praise of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in the Beloved. 7 
In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to 
the riches of his grace, 8 which he lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight 9 making known 
to us the mystery of his will, according to his purpose, which he set forth in Christ 10 as a plan 
for the fullness of time, to unite all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth. 11 In 
him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to the purpose of 
him who works all things according to the counsel of his will, 12 so that we who were the first 
to hope in Christ might be to the praise of his glory. 13 In him you also, when you heard the 
word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed in him, were sealed with the 
promised Holy Spirit, 14 who is the guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession of 
it, to the praise of his glory. 

Colossians 1:27 To them God chose to make known how great among the Gentiles are the riches of the glory 
of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. 

Colossians 3:12 Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts, kindness, 
humility, meekness, and patience, 

1 Thessalonians 
1:2–5

2 We give thanks to God always for all of you, constantly mentioning you in our prayers, 3 
remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and labor of love and 
steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 4 For we know, brothers loved by God, that he 
has chosen you, 5 because our gospel came to you not only in word, but also in power and in 
the Holy Spirit and with full conviction. You know what kind of men we proved to be among 
you for your sake. 

2 Thessalonians 
2:13–15

13 But we ought always to give thanks to God for you, brothers beloved by the Lord, because 
God chose you as the firstfruits to be saved, through sanctification by the Spirit and belief in 
the truth. 14 To this he called you through our gospel, so that you may obtain the glory of our 
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Lord Jesus Christ. 15 So then, brothers, stand firm and hold to the traditions that you were 
taught by us, either by our spoken word or by our letter. 

1 Timothy 5:21 In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus and of the elect angels I charge you to keep these 
rules without prejudging, doing nothing from partiality. 

2 Timothy 1:8–
14

8 Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony about our Lord, nor of me his prisoner, but 
share in suffering for the gospel by the power of God, 9 who saved us and called us to a holy 
calling, not because of our works but because of his own purpose and grace, which he gave us 
in Christ Jesus before the ages began, 10 and which now has been manifested through the 
appearing of our Savior Christ Jesus, who abolished death and brought life and immortality to 
light through the gospel, 11 for which I was appointed a preacher and apostle and teacher, 12 
which is why I suffer as I do. But I am not ashamed, for I know whom I have believed, and I am 
convinced that he is able to guard until that day what has been entrusted to me. 13 Follow the 
pattern of the sound words that you have heard from me, in the faith and love that are in 
Christ Jesus. 14 By the Holy Spirit who dwells within us, guard the good deposit entrusted to 
you. 

2 Timothy 2:10 Therefore I endure everything for the sake of the elect, that they also may obtain the salvation 
that is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory. 

Titus 1:1 Paul, a servant of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ, for the sake of the faith of God’s elect 
and their knowledge of the truth, which accords with godliness, 

1 Peter 1:1–2 1 Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who are elect exiles of the Dispersion in Pontus,
Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, 2 according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, 
in the sanctification of the Spirit, for obedience to Jesus Christ and for sprinkling with his 
blood: May grace and peace be multiplied to you. 

1 Peter 2:9–10 9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, 
that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his 
marvelous light. 10 Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had 
not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 

2 Peter 1:10–11 10 Therefore, brothers, be all the more diligent to confirm your calling and election, for if you
practice these qualities you will never fall. 11 For in this way there will be richly provided for 
you an entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

Revelation 17:14 They will make war on the Lamb, and the Lamb will conquer them, for he is Lord of lords and 
King of kings, and those with him are called and chosen and faithful.” 


